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Presidentôs Message  
By 

Todd Osborn 
 

Last month I mentioned the loss of Jim Cramer and 

unfortunately on a personal note this month I report the loss 

of my dad. He was just 3 months short of 90 and had a good 

life. I have great memories of the times I spent with him. In 

fact, my first introduction to fly-fishing was with my dad. I 

vividly recall him pointing out a 14ò rainbow in a Sierra 

stream, then targeting and hooking the fish with a dry fly. It 

was several decades but eventually I took up fly-fishing; 

apparently, that experience left an indelible mark.  Of 

course, I could go on and on about the fine character of my 

dad and our good times, but my point is the connection of 

fly-fishing to my youth.  The club has an opportunity to 

create positive fly-fishing experiences with youth and it is 

something I will be promoting in the second half of my 

term.  

Speaking of promoting, if you havenôt been to a club 

meeting in a while you may not know of the changes to the 

monthly raffle. Peter Chaplin and Tim Andersen have been 

busy buying improved goodies for the raffle. Each month 

quality gear is available, usually including a nice new rod. 

We have a great time cheering (and sometimes jeering) the 

winners of the raffle. This raises a little money for the club, 

but mostly its good fun and you can go home with a nice 

prize. I urge you to participate and let Pete and Tim know 

what you think. 

We have wrapped up our usual array of spring training so 

you likely have improved your skills in casting, fly tying or 

knot tying. So, you are now ready for some fishing. The 

club has three Fishouts this month. A Surf Perch event on 

June 3
rd
 hosted by Luke Sing, a four day Fishout to Twin 

Lakes near Bridgeport (15-18 June) hosted by Lee Dorius 

and Bill Mahan and finally a one day Fishout to the private 

Sawmill Lake on June 23
rd
 near Truckee hosted by Jeff 

Lorelli. 

Actually, the training opportunities never really stop; we are 

a full service club after all. Tony Yap will be holding a 

clinic on casting technique at the casting ponds on June 22
nd

 

at 5pm. 
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Come to the Flycasters General Meeting on June 14
th
, 

we have a Dan Blanton lined up to present and you 

will be able to try you luck at the raffle table. Tickets 

are a good deal when bought in bulk and it will 

increase your odds! 

Details for all Fishouts and the clinic are contained in 
this issue below. 

The rain seems to be over in the Bay Area and the heat 

is on. A shock for me as I am just returning from a 

nice vacation in cool and breezy Ireland. I can report 

they were having a prolific hatch of large (#10) 

mayflies. But you will have to come the monthly 

meeting to get my Irish fishing report.  
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FLYCASTERS Calendar 

June 
 
 3 ï Surf Perch fishout ï Rio Del Mar ï Luke Sing and 
 Mike Lovejoy fishmasters 
 8 ï Board meeting ï 7:00pm 
10 ï Cleanup at the Casting Ponds ï 8:00am  
10 ï Breakfast Gathering ï 8:00am ï Holderôs Country Inn 
14 ï Club meeting ï Doors open at 6:30pm ï meeting begins at  
 7:15 Dan Blanton program speaker 
15 ï 18 Twin Lakes / Bridgeport fishout ï Lee Dorius  
 fishmaster 
22 ï Tony Yap Casting Clinic ï 5:00pm to dusk ï Casting Ponds 
23 ï 24 Sawmill Lake Fishout ï Jeff Lorelli fishmaster 
 

July 
 
 1- 7 ï Big Hole Lodge fishout Montana ï Wade Goertz  
 fishmaster 
 6 ï Board meeting ï 7:00pm 
 8 ï Breakfast Gathering ï 8:00am ï Holderôs Country Inn 
12 ï Club meeting ï JULYSWAP MEET ï Doors open at  
 6:30pm 
27 ï 30 ï High Sierra Backpack Fishout ï Bill Zuravleff  
 fishmaster 
29 ï Surf Perch fishout ï Rio Del Mar ï Luke Sing and Mike  
 Lovejoy fishmasters 

FLYLINES is published monthly and 
distributed free to members of the 

San Jose FLYCASTERS. 
 

Contributions (articles, letters, event 
notices, etc.) are encouraged and 

welcome. 
 

Deadline for contributions is the 20th 
of the month preceding the 

publication month  
(i.e. Feb. 20th for the March issue.)  

Submit contributions to 
 FLYLINES editor,  

Wade Goertz via e-mail at 
Wade_Tull@comcast.net  

 

Advertising: Contact 
Wade Goertz 

15119 Barbee Ct 
San Jose CA 95127 

Wade_Tull@comcast.net  
 

Advertisers may list non-sale events 
at no charge.  Any opinion expressed 
in FLYLINES is that of the author and 

does not necessarily represent the 
view of FLYCASTERS, Inc., its 

members, officers, directors, or the 

FLYLINES editor.  

 
FLYCASTERS Code of Ethics 
 
As a member of Flycasters, I will do all 
in my power to conduct myself in a 
manner befitting the traditions of our 
sport of flyfishing. 
 
1. I will follow the fish and game laws 

wherever I fish. 
2. I will support conservation 

practices in order to preserve our 
natural resources for this and 
future generations. 

3. I will encourage the practice of 
ñCatch and Releaseò in all but ñput 
and takeò waters. 

4. I will encourage other fishers, 
whether they fish with flies or 
other means to abide by the same 
standards as expressed in this 
Code of Ethics, and I pledge to 
report any violations I observe to 
the appropriate authorities. 

5. I will always remember that my 
conduct afield is a reflection on 
our Club, itsô members, and our 
sport, and I will endeavor to 
conduct myself accordingly.   

 

mailto:Wade_Tull@comcast.net
mailto:Wade_Tull@comcast.net
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June PROGRAM  

DAN BLANTON  ̧fly fishing the delta  

Improving your score  with the popular four  
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

JULY ̧  FLYCASTERS ANNUAL SWAP MEET 

 

Dan Blanton, from San Jose, California, now living in 
Morgan Hill, California with his wife, Cindy, is a well-
known and respected fly fishing and casting instructor, 
lecturer, fly fishing author and outdoor photographer. 
He is acknowledged to be one of the pioneers in the 
development of Pacific coast and Central American 
saltwater fly fishing.  

An acclaimed fly tier, Dan originated the Whistler 
Series, Punch Series, Sar-Mul-Mac Series, Sea Arrow 
Squid, Bay-Delta Eelet and many other world renowned 
saltwater fly patterns. His patterns, originated in the late 
1960s and early 70s, remain popular and productive 
world-wide. 

Dan is currently an Editor-at-Large for Fly Fishing Salt 
Waters magazine, Fly Fisherman magazine, and the 
California Fly Fisher.  

More than18 years ago, Dan published his website www.danblanton.com as a means to promote 
his outdoors professional business. He also wanted to give something back to the fly fishing 
community so he included a fly fishing bulletin board; tackle and techniques fly-fishing magazine 
page; a Whatôs Hot and New page; a hot fly page and others of interest to fly-anglers. Danôs Fly 
Fishing website and bulletin board/forum are extremely popular, world-wide with a large 
International community.  

Dan Blanton's Bulletin Board Community founded Striperfest, the largest fund-raiser dedicated to 
the preservation of the California Delta and its striped bass. This extremely important event is 
going on its 12th year, with its 2011 event the largest ever. Visit 

www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php 

 

http://www.danblanton.com/
http://www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php
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FLY FISHING TWO  ENDS OF 

ARGENTINA  
Judy and I fished the Upper Parana River near the upper end of Argentina, near the Paraguay 
border.  The Parana is a large tailwater system about a mile wide.  Because there is so much 
water, the fish are wide spread and the catching is challenging.  The weather is hot and muggy 
with lots of vegetation and wildlife. 

The main quarry is the explosive and aggressive Golden Dorado.  Other species are the Pacu 
and Pira Pita.  7-9 weight single handed rods are used mainly with floating lines and wire tippets.  
Big flies around 4-6 inches are used and most Dorados are around 5-10 pounds, but larger fish 
are caught.  The fishing involves blind casting to structures, the shoreline banks, and vegetation. 

The Golden Dorado is rated by many to be the worldôs toughest game fish.  They are like a 
supercharged steelhead on steroids with powerful jaws and rows of razor sharp teeth.  They are 
aggressive with savage takes with a propensity for acrobatic jumps.  On Judyôs 2nd cast, she 
caught her first Dorado estimated to be 10 kilos, or about 22 pounds. 
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Next, we flew 1900 miles south to Tierra del Fuego to fish the Rio Grande for sea-run brown trout.   

This is my favorite fishery because it has large fish, easy wading and ideal for the 2 handed rod.  
But, it is also famous for its winds gusting up to 60-80 mph.   

This year, the weather was weird ï no wind for 6 straight days of fishing.  The river was seasonally 
high, clear, and changing wind directions.  And the fishing was very slow and challenging.  Our 
guides were having us use every technique available:  sink tips ranging from T-11 to T-20, 
indicators, straight mono without fly lines, skating flies, etc.  There seem to be lots of fish in the 
system, but more interested in other things besides biting our flies.  We used 7-8 weight spey rods 
using Skagit fly lines.   

Although the catching was slow, I did manage to get a 23 pound buck swinging a homemade fly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tierra del Fuego is at the southern tip of Argentina and far cooler than the North.  The terrain is 
mainly flat, with very few trees, and lots of strong winds.  The fox are curious and not scared of 
anglers.  
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The Rio Grande is ideal for spey casters and single handed casters who can cast sink tip fly lines 
50-70 in the wind.  The river is not wide and easy to wade.  Check out the terrain the fox is on.  
Thatôs what the river bottom is like.  Below, is Judy wading the Rio Grande and expecting a grab on 
the dangle.  Notice her line management and low tip angle. 

 

 

 

Tight lines, SHIZ 
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Fly Fishing Hints and Tips #14 
By Bob Shoberg 

 
.......><)))o> .. ><)))o>    

  

Fly Fishing for trout in moving water #1 

(There will be several more columns on this subject) 

First thing you need to know, trout usually hang out facing upstream. This way the current flows into 
their mouths, so they can catch insects and bait fish as the water moves past them. But, as you can 
imagine, fish prefer spots where the water isnôt moving too fast so they donôt have to expend as much 
energy to stay in one place. 
 
Also, when going stream fishing, you should always remember the three basic principles that govern 
the troutôs life: protection, food source, and current. Always have these in mind when surveying the 
water for your next cast.  

 
If there is no hatch and you are nymph fishing in moving water, the fish are usually hugging the 
bottom where the current is not so strong. The biggest problem most anglers have is that they donôt 
get their nymphs deep enough to get many strikes.  

You need to get your nymph to bounce along the bottom to interest the fish. 

When you are deep enough you will feel your nymph of split shot occasionally bounce along the 
bottom. This will take a little bit of experimenting, but is well worth it since you will maximize the time 
in the ñstrike zoneò. 
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Casting in moving water - When fishing moving water you have to deal with different 

current and flows across a stream. And itôs critical to get a drag free drift whether you are fishing dries 
or nymphs. Learn and practice some of the more useful casts for stream fly fishing.  

 

Mend cast ï After casting across a stream, lift your rod and move it upstream of your fly allowing 
slack line slip through your guides. This cast will give you more drag free drift when and slow down 
the currents pull on your fly.  

 

Stack Cast ï This cast also creates more slack line between you and your fly.  You aim past your 
target with access line, and after you stop your rod, quickly drop the rod tip to the water pulling the fly 
back to your target which creates a bunch of slack line on the water and increases your drift...  

 

Reach Cast ï While your line is still in the air, reach your rod arm upstream causing the line to be on 
the water in an arc. This increases the time before drag on your fly happens.  You can also combine a 
Stack Cast and reach cast to get maximum drag free drift.  Meandering parts of the stream or river 
also provide protection for fishðespecially on the sides where the current is slower. Fish donôt like 
fighting currents, so they sometimes head for the outside of a stream meander line where the water is 
deeper and the food gets funneled to the bank. Fish usually like the inside of a bend in the river as 
thatôs where the water is the slowest. If the stream is shallow, drop your line on the outside of the turn 
where the water is deeper and the current funnels food toward the banks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More on fishing moving water next month. 
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RAPPING AROUND THE SHANK #1 
By Bill Nelson 

 
 Since the editorôs only requirement for an article or column is that it be in English, skitt fiske excepted, I figured that 
perhaps even I could pound out a monthly bit remotely connected to fly tying.  Truly, my qualifications are meager; but I 
lived with Dick Nelson and for forty-odd years dinner conversations were dominated by the subject, so I learned a fair 
amount by osmosis.  Since Dadôs death, Iôve taken up the craft somewhat seriously, mainly to tie his Aztecs, and Iôve 
picked up bits and pieces and also thought some thoughts of my own. 
 
 The warnings- What I write are my own mullings (though perhaps shamelessly stolen from others), and are certified 
gold by no one.  They are free to you, and worth every penny.  I never contradict myself, only inadvertently present 
ñparadoxesò.  Iôm delighted that Flylines has no ñLetters to the Editorò section, so I need fear no rebuttals. 
 
 My tip of the month: 
 Run like the dickens from anyone who pontificates about tying*. 
 
 ñMore ways to skin a catò comes to mind when I think of tying methods.  If it gets the job done, itôs okay.  There may 
be faster ways, prettier ways, a handful of methods that each best the others depending on the situation or materials, 
etc., but there are very few aspects of normal fly tying that are etched in stone and The Only Way.  So if Pompous Pete 
the Pedant carries on overmuch, youôre dealing with a closed mind and might be better off associating with a different 
class of people. 
 
 This is not to say that there arenôt any ways ñbetterò than those you use.  There likely are, and reasoned 
explanations may well sway you to add them to your bag of tricks.  Keep your own mind open.  And tying has a long 
history, with many active hands and minds.  Standard procedures are usually standard because theyôve faced down the 
proverbial test of time. 
 
 On another hand, lashing thread to a hook is a hobby, a craft, an art; something we choose to do for our own 
enjoyment.  If flouting convention is part of your enjoyment, if reinventing the wheel exercises your mind, or if you are 
just comfortable doing it the way youôve always done it, then I say, Wallow in it and smile. 
 
 *- This doesnôt apply when I tell you EXACTLY how to tie an Aztec. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Billôs column continues on page 10 
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MONTHLY AZTEC PLUG 
 
 This sectionôs title is self-explanatory. 
 
 But ñWhy?ò you ask.  Besides because Aztec is what I do, San Jose Flycasters is the home of the Aztec and the 
Club should be a hotbed of Aztec tying and fishing.  I intend to fan the flames. 
 
 This month Iôll give a little history, to recall warm, fuzzy memories to the minds of the old-timers and to clue in the 
newer members. 

 
 My Dadôs name was Dick Nelson, he began flyfishing in the late ó60ôs, and he got his early education here in the 
Club.  I think Dan Blanton, who back then was very active with Flycasters, was one who taught him casting, and Rudy 
DeLuca and Ken Eugene fly tying.  Dad took to it all, especially the tying, like a duck to water.  Although over the years 
he was president, represented the Club at the FFF and perhaps the NCFFF, and filled some other positions, Mom 
says that all he ever really wanted to do was teach fly tying.  And he did, being Tying Chairman and teacher for about 
35 years.  He claimed he offered to resign every year but the club never took him up on it. 
 
 By the time he died in 2008, heôd been awarded the FFFôs Buszek (1987) and the Charles E. Brooks (1997) 
awards, among others, and was honored by the FFFôs institution of the annual Dick Nelson Fly Tying Teaching Award.  
He demonstrated and taught all over the United States, and in Canada and Europe.  In other words, heôd gotten pretty 
good at the craft.  All from his beginnings nurtured by members of Flycasters. 
 
 What he was best known for, however, were the results of his explorations, beginning in 1976, in the use of yarn 
in tying flies.  Until his work, yarn was primarily used as a wrap to create bodies of as a source of dubbing fibers.  I 
donôt know what started his experiments -he says he got bored one day while tying bonito flies- but at some point he 
was ready to create a fly and he asked himself, ñWhat is the best streamer?ò, and answered, ñThe Matukaò.  So he 
designed what he described as an óacrylic Matukaô.  Recognizing the potential of yarn and the techniques he 
developed to work with it, many other patterns quickly followed. 
 
 This was all new stuff and he kept it under wraps while he perfected it.  Some select Flycasters were let in on the 
secret and acted as his testing crew.  Bob von Raesfeld, especially, with his lawyerôs mind and active fishing, put 
Dadôs flies through the wringer.  Bob likes to tell the story of a big Pyramid Lake cutthroat he caught on an Aztec 
during that time.  Others were gathering as he played the fish in, and hiding the fly was not going to be possible.  So 
Bob walked out along his line, ostensibly to bring the fish to hand, but he surreptitiously clipped the tippet and reported 
to the onlookers that the monster had broken off.  He didnôt get the hero photograph, but he was a hero to Dad for his 
faithfulness in keeping the secret. 
 
 At the FFF Conclave that year in Sun Valley, Dad gave Doug Swisher several and Doug and Mom went fishing on 
Silver Creek while Dad attended the board meeting.  Results were reported that evening during dinner at a Mexican 
restaurant- 10 good trout in Dougôs first 29 casts.  That night Dad thought up the name for the fly: discarding the 
Mohawk that the crest of the fly suggests, but keeping the Indian flavor of the word and mixing it with the aftertaste of 
Mexico remaining from dinner- so coming up with Aztec. 
 
 Several of the streamer patterns of the Aztec family that Dad had designed were introduced to the world in the 
August 1978 issue of Outdoor Life, with other articles in various magazines following in subsequent years.  Other 
flyfishers have featured it in books and videos, and the Aztec tying technique is included in The Fly Tierôs Benchside 
Reference. 
 
 This is your homegrown product; the Moreland Apartments are the Aztecôs home waters.  Before Enrico Puglisiôs 
shaped, long-fiber streamers, you had the Aztec.  Before the Merkin Crab, you had an Aztec Crab.  At a time when 
synthetics in flies were still frowned on by many, San Jose was catching whoppers on a wholly acrylic streamer. 
 
 So Iôll use this section of my column to fan your Aztec flame and return you all to being rabid fans.  Iôll give tips on 
tying and fishing the members of the Aztec family; and there are 40-odd, so weôll be doing this for a long time. 
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DATES DURATION LOCATION FISHMASTER 

Feb 24 - 25 2 days Lower Yuba River  Lee Dorius 

    

April 8 1 day Kelsey Bass Ranch Jeff Lorelli 

April 20 ï 23 4 days Pyramid Lake  Walt McIntyre / Tom Key 

    

May 23 1 day Shad Fishout Bob Laskodi 

May 27 -  29 3 days Roostercomb Jim Isaacson / Rich Stevens 

    

June 3 1 day Surf Perch/Rio Del Mar (morning) Luke Sing / Mike Lovejoy 

June 15 ï 18 4 days Twin Lakes/Bridgeport Lee Dorius / Bill Mahan 

June 23 1 day Sawmill Lake Jeff Lorelli 

    

July 1 ï 7 6 days  Big Hole Lodge, Montana Wade Goertz 

July 27 ï 30 4 days High Sierra Backpack/Bear Creek Bill Zuravleff 

July 29 1 day Surf Perch/Rio Del Mar (morning) Luke Sing / Mike Lovejoy 

    

August 19 1 day Surf Stripers/Beer Can (evening) Luke Sing / Mike Lovejoy 

August 21 ï 26 6 days Klamath Lake/ Rocky Point Lloyd Hayes 

    

Sept 7 ï 10 4 days Medicine Lake Bill Mahan / Bob Bergthold 

Sept 14 ï 17 4 days Roosevelt/Lane Lakes Backpack Todd Osborn 

September 30 
ï October 1 

2 days Highway 108 / Middle Stanislaus Jeff Lorelli 

 

Continued on page 12 

2017 FISHOUT SCHEDULE 



 Page 12 FLYLINES JUNE 2017 

  

2017 FISHOUT SCHEDULE continued  - 

DATES DURATION LOCATION FISHMASTER 

    

October 7 ï 8 2 days OôNeill Forebay / Overnight Jim Knecht 

October 19 - 22 4 days Lake Davis Bill Hubbard / Lee Dorius 

    

November 2 - 5 4 days Klamath River Frank Eldredge 

November 5 ï 8 4 days Trinity River Jim Isaacson / Mike Lovejoy 

    

 Club Fishmaster - Lee Dorius 

 

 

FLY FISHING TRAVEL 

Christmas Island  

 Alberta, Canada  

 Loreto, Mexico 

With Bob von Raesfeld / Matt Zawacki 

Details on hosted weeks ï  

info@fishabout.com 

 
1-888-409-2008 

www.fishabout.com  

 

INSURANCE: 
 

Michael A. Matica 
Insurance Consultant 

Matica Insurance Services 
Farmers Insurance & Financial Services 

 

You can have peace of mind knowing that 
you have done your best to secure your 
familyôs future. Auto, Home, Business, Life, 

Medical, Workerôs Comp. 
 

Michael Matica 
2425 Porter St., St. #18 

Soquel, CA 95073 
 

Bus:  831-688-8664 
 

Fax:  831-515-5041 
 

Cell:  831-421-2428 
 

mmatica@farmersagent.com 
 

License:  0G91054 
 

 


